
You are going to be taking your reader on an exhilarating journey, with twists and turns.

It all begins with a door…
To take part this story competition, there are a 
couple of warm-up tasks to get you started…then 
you are on your own! We can’t wait to read about 
what happens next…



Have you ever been fascinated by a 
door?

Doors are often important in stories –
they are a portal to another world (real 
or unreal), they hold the gateway to 
tales told and untold. As writers we 
can control what is revealed to our 
readers through choosing when and if 
to open the door…

Imagine you encounter a door 
(could be in a house, a wood, a 
town – it’s up to you)…you hear 
something! Does it draw you 
towards it? Does it terrify you? 

Have a go at writing this.



Questionnaire for your character

What is your character’s:

Earliest memory? ………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
…..............................................................................................................

Favourite TV programme/book/film? ………………………………………………

Last thoughts when going to bed at night?................................................  
..................………………………………………………….……………………………
……………………………………………………………........................................

Proudest moment? ………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………….....
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Favourite snack? ………………………………………………………………………..

Darkest secret? …………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Closest friend (tell us a bit about them)?...................................................
…………………..…………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Idea of a fun day out? …….…………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………..…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………...

Greatest ambition? ……………………………………….…………………..………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………............................................................................................

Create a character!
You can decide on their basic 
information – their name, age, 
appearance and then complete this 
questionnaire, as your character, to 
really get to know them well



The story is now over to you. We are looking for a captivating read 
which starts with and leads…who knows where!

You can use the description of finding the door and your 
character profile to help you. 

Entries should be no longer than 500 words  and emailed to: 
mcgovernc@cambornescience.co.uk by 7th September. 

For more information about the competition and to watch a ‘Top 
Tips’ From Patrick Gale about writing, please visit 

https://www.nexuscsia.co.uk/category/blog

The top 3 winning entries will read their stories and have them
posted on the Nexus website. 

The winning entry will be interviewed by award-winning author, 
Patrick Gale. The winning primary school will receive The Nexus 

Writing Trophy

Patrick Gale is the author of the 
Emmy award-winning BBC 
drama, Man in an Orange 
Shirt and of novels including The 
Whole Day Through, the Richard 
and Judy bestsellers Notes From 
An Exhibition and A Perfectly 
Good Man, the Costa 
nominated A Place Called 
Winter and his latest, Take 
Nothing With You. He is the 
Artistic Director of the North 
Cornwall Book Festival, patron of 
Penzance LitFest and a director 
of both Endelienta and the 
Charles Causley Trust


